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Introduction: Pediatric Assessment Unit (PAU) is a dedicated facility providing assessment, 
observation and treatment of an illness, without the need for immediate inpatient admissions for the 
acutely presenting infant, child or young person1.  Evidence shows that the hospitals with a PAU had 
higher discharge rates and lower numbers of referrals from ED2.  However, working in a busy PAU can 
be challenging for the Pediatric trainees. We identified the existing challenges among the Pediatric 
trainees  of working in PAU and implemented solutions, improving confidence and clinical decision-
making skills.
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Conclusion: Identification of trainee needs and providing targeted interventions improved the confidence and clinical 
decision making skills among pediatric trainee at managing CAU referrals.

1 Standards for Short-Stay Paediatric Assessment Units (SSPAU), RCPCH, March 2017. 
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/standards-short-stay-paediatric-assessment-units-sspaus
2 A snapshot of general paediatric services and workforce in the UKhttps://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/snapshot-general-paediatric-services-workforce-uk
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